Mosman Symphony Chorus
2018 REPORT
Administrator and Treasurer: Rufina Ismail
Conductor: Susan Briedis
Practices commenced on Monday 5 February and continued every Monday evening from 7:30 pm
to 9:30 pm in the Melody Room at Mosman Art Gallery. Enrolled choristers numbered 19
members.
There was no accompanist for the weekly rehearsals. The conductor used a keyboard to give notes
and assist by playing choral lines. Socially, the meeting was greatly enhanced by home-baked
goodies brought by Rufma and her husband David.
CONCERT 1. Friday 6 April and Sunday 8 April at Mosman Art Gallery - "Classical Favourites"
There were eight practices to prepare Haydn's Theresienmesse for the first concert. Placement of
the choir in relation to the orchestra and conductor proved a problem, but was solved by the choir
standing behind the orchestra on risers. The orchestra was required to play softly in order to avoid
overwhelming the choral sound and was mostly successful in doing so.
CONCERT 2. Sunday 1 July at Scots Kirk, Mosman - "A Joyful Noise"
The second concert featured brass and organ and the choir sang items by Gabrieli, Schutz,
Monteverdi and Bach. The choir sang from the choir stalls and the brass occupied the central
platform. The balance was particularly successful. The scheduled organist had to drop out at the
last minute, so we were very fortunate that Heather Boyd could step in and she did a remarkable
job.
CONCERT 3. Friday 7 September and Sunday 9 September at Mosman Art Gallery
There were nine rehearsals in preparation for the Spanish-based concert, "Spanish Nights."
The choir sang choruses from Carmen which proved challenging as they were in French and had a
very high tessitura for the sopranos. The orchestration is very full for most of the choruses, so the
choir had to work very hard to be heard. Despite the difficulties, the choristers did enjoy the
experience and had a sense of achievement in overcoming the challenges.
QONCERT 4. Friday 19 October at Balmoral Beach
This was an outdoor concert run by Mosman Coimcil entitled "Out and About Classical Sounds".
The choir's programme of 40 minutes was filled out by the brass quintet. The singing was
accompanied by Heather Boyd at the piano and the choir presented choruses from Carmen, a John
Rutter carol, Master hath a Garden and a song by a contemporary American composer, David
C. Dickau / Carry your Heart with me. The brass quintet joined the choir for O Magnum
Mysterium by Gabrieli. To round off the programme, Amelia Farrugia performed Mozart's Laudate
Dominum with the choir. She was joined by some of her young students.
The choristers found the conditions very trying as there was a strong wind blowing across the stage
and they had no way of hearing themselves. The sound engineers did not seem to be on top of the
job and the feeling was that the sound was not up to scratch. There was consensus afterwards that
the choir would not like to repeat the experience.
CONCERT 5. Sunday 9 December at Mosman Art Gallery
There were eight rehearsals for the Christmas-themed concert entitled "In Dulci Jubilo". The choir
was accompanied by strings for Buxtehude's Magnificat (now believed to have been composed by
someone else), and for Charpentier's Salve Puerule. Heather Boyd accompanied three Rutter carols
at the piano and a singalong of Christmas carols completed the concert.

2018 saw some commendable commitment from the members, some of whom had very little choral
experience. The conductor supplied practice CD's for most of the pieces to encourage singers to
work on their own. (One practice a week is not ideal for learning music, so individual work is
essential.) A marked improvement in sight-singing and note-reading was evident as the year
progressed. The sopranos had some workshops at their own request and these were very valuable.
Wherever possible, scores were obtained from the internet and members ran off and organised their
own music.
I would Uke to thank Andrew for his support of the choir throughout the year, Rufina for her
excellent organisation and Linda for her work on the website. The people at Mosman Art Gallery
have supplied us with a pleasant rehearsal venue and looked after us. I am appreciative of their care
and assistance.
Most of all, I'd like to thank the choristers whose enthusiasm and friendliness have made my job
especially pleasurable.
Susan Briedis B.Mus.hons.Syd, A.Mus.A.

