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ACTING PRESIDENTS REPORT FOR 2020 

This report is provided in the capacity of Acting President due to the absence of Bridget Wilcken who 

is currently recovering from a stroke which she suffered in December 2020.   

The report comes following a tumultuous year since the 2020 AGM in which the affects of Covid 

have changed a lot of what we have previously assumed to be normal in the world. Thankfully the 

Mosman Symphony Orchestra has managed to weather the storm of uncertainty and limitations set 

in place by Covid. While it was particularly difficult understanding what was happening and what we 

could do up to August, some light of hope appeared with the rehearsals leading up to a reduced 

sized orchestral concert in late-September 2020 (both players and audience totaling 60). This was 

followed by November concerts with around the same number of participants. 

In both cases unfortunately the choir and most of the wind and brass were either restricted or 

limited in playing due to the imposed distancing rules. In the case of the choir requiring 5 metres 

distancing for singers. However, this has not stopped some groups of strings and winds from getting 

together in small ensembles and the strings keeping on keeping on at rehearsals when they were 

able to be held. 

2021 has shown more potential for the MSO as restrictions have eased allowing more player and 

audience numbers. The March orchestral concerts were very successful with full houses on the 

Saturday and Sunday.  

Planning for the rest of 2021 is currently underway with rehearsals for the Orchestra’s May concerts 

having commenced, and multiple options being explored for selection of pieces for the proposed 

July, September and November orchestral concerts. 

The Mosman Symphony Chorus is currently planning for a July concert and both the Orchestra and 

Chorus are keen to see a combined concert in November. 

The Committee has been meeting monthly on average over the last 12 months. Given the impacts of 

Covid this has needed to be done by Zoom and the committee has adapted well to the uptake of the 

technology. As would be expected, much of the agenda items were in some way affected by Covid, 

and the Committee transitioned into half guessing what the immediate future might behold and 

adapted to the use of contingency planning and resignation to the fact that whatever is planned is 

likely to change before it happens. 

Following Bridget’s unfortunate health issues, the Committee spread the load of the President’s 

responsibilities across its existing members. This has included the witty verse coming from Dan in his 

writing of the monthly ‘News from the MSO Committee’ through to Yvette and Jennifer’s efforts in 

writing applications for grants and the like. In all, the whole Committee should be commended for its 

efforts in keeping the MSO going through tough times. Similarly, the members of the Orchestra and 

Chorus should be commended for their perseverance and patience over the last 12 months. 

On behalf of the MSO I would like to thank Bridget for her unfailing work and leadership for the MSO 

over the previous 8 years, wish her a speedy recovery, and look forward to seeing her at future 

rehearsals and concerts. 

Greg Hanna 

Acting President, Mosman Symphony Orchestra 


